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The Mississippi AHEAD Organizational Meeting was held at Jackson State University on November 27, 2006, beginning at 9:30 a.m.  The following were in attendance and introduced themselves:  Stacey Reycraft and Katie C. Johnson – University of Mississippi; Evelyn Washington – Coahoma Community College; Marnie Volkenant-Meurer – Mississippi State University; Vinson Ballard – Jackson State University; Jamy Dickson and Jim Booth – Hinds Community College; Kim McNeel – Meridian Community College; Iris Menge – Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College; Suzy Hebert and Christina Butler – University of Southern Mississippi; Michael Heindl, Debra West and Denise Walley – State Board for Community and Junior Colleges.
After introductions, a brief history of what has been done in the past as an attempt to start a Mississippi affiliation was given.  A conference call was made to Susan TePaske, President of the Tennessee AHEAD organization, for her insight and ideas.  Susan explained the course of action that Tennessee took and gave suggestions based on what worked for the Tennessee affiliation.

A brief explanation of the ACCESS Grant funded through the Mississippi Developmental Disabilities Council (MDDC) was given.  The grant, renewable for up to 4 years, will provide needed funds to start the Mississippi AHEAD affiliate.  Goals of the grant are to: 1) develop the Mississippi affiliate; 2) develop a culturally competent force of post secondary disability service providers in Mississippi through continuous high quality professional development in training; 3) improve the post secondary integration and inclusion of students with developmental disabilities through the increased and equality in number of accommodations, services and supports available at post secondary institutions in Mississippi; and 4) increase the enrollment of students with disabilities, particularly those with developmental disabilities in Mississippi’s post secondary institutions.  Progress reports are required by MDCC quarterly.  

Mission/Vision Statement
The Mission/Vision Statement was presented by Suzy Hebert and Christina Butler.  After discussion, with a motion by Debra West and seconded by Jamy Dickson, the Mississippi AHEAD Mission/Vision Statement was unanimously approved as follows:
To provide a statewide communication network that offers support and development opportunities to post secondary disability service providers in the state of Mississippi, and to promote activities that strengthen the professionalism, expertise, and competency of personnel working with individuals/students with disabilities at two- and four-year, public and private institutions of higher education.  Mississippi AHEAD is committed to the principles of equal access, inclusion, and opportunity for all qualified individuals/students with disabilities to fully participate in higher education and in society. 
Inclusion Statement

The Inclusion Statement was presented by Vinson Ballard.  After discussion, with a motion made by Debra West and seconded by Michael Heindl, the Inclusion Statement was unanimously approved as follows:
Mississippi AHEAD is committed to the values of diversity, inclusion and universal access.  This association acknowledges that embracing a wide spectrum of people with diverse opinions, perspectives, lifestyles and ideas will only enhance and make stronger the growth, development and creativity of the association.  Mississippi AHEAD recognizes and respects the inherent right of all people to participate in this association and in the educational environments in which we seek to affect change and therefore is committed to promoting a culture of tolerance, inclusion, and universal access.  Mississippi AHEAD, in conjunction with the national association, is opposed to policies and practices which deprive any individual of a right or privilege because of race, gender, color, creed, religion, age, national origin, disability or sexual orientation.
Review of the By-Laws
Those present reviewed and discussed the By-Laws that were presented.  Upon a motion by Evelyn Washington and a second by Vinson Ballard, the By-Laws were unanimously approved as shown in “Exhibit A”.  (Note: The attached By-Laws are revised to include the Inclusion Statement.)
Upon a motion a motion by Vinson Ballard and seconded by Evelyn Washington, it was unanimously approved that membership dues would be received through the Membership Committee prior to being sent to the Treasurer, for accountability measures.  
Election of Officers
Due to the fact that officers must be appointed before applying for affiliation and collecting dues, three choices were given for consideration regarding the process, as follows:

Option 1:  Appoint all officers now for the full terms allowable.

Option 2:  Appoint all officers now on a provisional basis.

Option 3:  Appoint all officers, except the president-elect, for the full terms allowable and hold election soon for president-elect.

Upon a motion by Iris Menge and seconded by Suzy Hebert, those present unanimously approved appointing all officers, except the president-elect, for the full terms allowable and holding election soon for president-elect (option 3).
The floor was opened for nominations of officers of Mississippi AHEAD for the 2007-2008 term.  

Iris Menge made a motion, which was seconded by Suzy Hebert, to elect Stacey Reycraft as President.  There being no other nominations, it was unanimously agreed upon that Stacey Reycraft would serve as President.
Suzy Hebert made a motion, which was seconded by Evelyn Washington, to elect Vinson Ballard as Secretary.  There being no other nominations, it was unanimously agreed upon that Vinson Ballard would serve as Secretary.

Vinson Ballard made a motion, which was seconded by Suzy Hebert, to elect Kim McNeel as Treasurer.  There being no other nominations, it was unanimously agreed upon that Kim McNeel would serve as Treasurer.

Upon the election of officers, a motion was made by Kim McNeel, seconded by Suzy Hebert and unanimously approved that the affiliate application would be completed and filed within the next few weeks.
Executive Council
The proposed Executive Council consists of the following:  the four elected officers, the immediate past president, chairs of the Standing Committees, a representative from a 2-year institution, a representative from a 4-year institution, a representative from a private institution, a representative from an outside agency and a student member.  Upon a motion by Vinson Ballard and a second by Jim Booth, it was unanimously approved that the Executive Council would consist of the above named.  
Mailing Address
After discussion, a motion made by Jamy Dickson and seconded by Jim Booth was unanimously approved to use Mississippi AHEAD, c/o State Board for Community and Junior Colleges, 3825 Ridgewood Road, Jackson, MS  39211, as the general mailing address.
Website Domain 
After discussion, a motion made by Kim McNeel and seconded by Vinson Ballard, was unanimously approved that the website domain would be www.MS-AHEAD.org .  Jim Booth will be responsible for securing the purchase of the domain.
Logo
Upon a motion by Kim McNeel and a second by Vinson Ballard, the following logo was unanimously approved fro MS-AHEAD, with possible further refinement by a graphics artist.
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Non-Profit Status
There was a brief discussion of the possibility of filing for non-profit status.  Due to the costs involved, a motion by Stacey Reycraft and seconded by Vinson Ballard was unanimously approved to table any action on non-profit status application.
Bank Account and Tax Identification Number
After discussion, a motion made by Evelyn Washington and seconded by Kim McNeel, was unanimously approved to use Regions Bank.  Kim McNeel as Treasurer will file the necessary paperwork for a tax identification number prior to opening the bank account.  
Start-up/Operation Costs and Fees
There was discussion regarding various costs that would be associated with start-up and operation.  Upon a motion by Evelyn Washington and a second by Kim McNeel, the following fees were unanimously approved:

Institutional Membership – $100 for 5 members.  For more than five persons, a $10 per individual fee will be incurred.  Names of paid members must be provided on the registration form. 
Professional Individual 1 Membership – $25
Professional Individual 2 Membership – $30
Student Membership – $10
Advocate – $10
Retired Membership - $10
STANDING COMMITTEES
Upon a motion by Jim Booth and a second by Suzy Hebert, the following committees were unanimously approved:

Membership Committee
Iris Menge, Chair

Evelyn Washington

Kim McNeel

Debra West

Communication Committee
Jamy Dickson, Chair

Jim Booth
Stacey Reycraft

Vinson Ballard

Michael Heindl

Adjournment
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Vinson Ballard and seconded by Marnie Volkenant-Meurer, it was unanimously agreed upon.

Recorded by:

____________________________________
Denise Walley, SBCJC
